
Books that are 925L to 1120L 
 

Books The Rise and Fall of Mount Majestic by Jennifer Trafton 

Lexile: 930 

Genre: YA Fantasy 

Summary: Ten-year-old Persimmony Smudge leads (much to her chagrin) a very dull life on the 

Island at the Center of Everything . . . until the night she overhears a life-changing secret. It 

seems that Mount Majestic, the rising and falling mountain in the center of the island, is not a 

mountain at all--it's the belly of a sleeping giant, moving as the giant breathes. Now 

Persimmony and her new friend Worvil the Worrier have to convince all the island's other 

quarreling inhabitants--including the silly Rumblebumps, the impeccably mannered Leafeaters, 

and the stubborn young king--that a giant is sleeping in their midst, and must not be woken. 

 

Book: Dogsong by Gary Paulsen 

Lexile: 930 

Genre: YA Fiction 

Summary: Something is bothering Russel Susskit. He hates waking up to the sound of his 

father’s coughing, the smell of diesel oil, the noise of snow machines starting up. Only Oogruk, 

the shaman who owns the last team of dogs in the village, understands Russel’s longing for the 

old ways and the songs that celebrate them. But Oogruk cannot give Russel the answers he 

seeks; the old man can only prepare him for what he must do alone. Driven by a strange, 

powerful dream of a long-ago self and by a burning desire to find his own song, Russel takes 

Oogruk’s dogs on an epic journey of self-discovery that will change his life forever. 

 

Book: Legendary (Caraval #2) by Stephanie Garber 

Lexile: 930 

Genre: YA Fantasy 

Summary: After being swept up in the magical world of Caraval, Donatella Dragna has finally 

escaped her father and saved her sister, Scarlett, from a disastrous arranged marriage. The 

girls should be celebrating, but Tella isn’t yet free. She made a desperate bargain with a 

mysterious criminal, and what Tella owes him no one has ever been able to deliver: Caraval 

Master Legend’s real name. The only chance of uncovering Legend’s identity is to win Caraval, 

so Tella throws herself into the legendary competition once more—and into the path of the 

murderous heir to the throne, a doomed love story, and a web of secrets…including her sister's. 

Caraval has always demanded bravery, cunning, and sacrifice, but now the game is asking for 

more. If Tella can’t fulfill her bargain and deliver Legend’s name, she’ll lose everything she 

cares about—maybe even her life. But if she wins, Legend and Caraval will be destroyed 

forever… 

 

Book: Slay by Brittney Morris 

Lexile: 930 

Genre: YA Fiction 

Summary: By day, seventeen-year-old Kiera Johnson is an honors student, a math tutor, and 

one of the only black kids at Jefferson Academy. But at home, she joins hundreds of thousands 



of black gamers who duel worldwide as Nubian personas in the secret multiplayer online role-

playing card game, SLAY. No one knows Kiera is the game developer, not her friends, her 

family, not even her boyfriend, Malcolm, who believes video games are partially responsible for 

the “downfall of the black man.”But when a teen in Kansas City is murdered over a dispute in 

the SLAY world, news of the game reaches mainstream media, and SLAY is labeled a racist, 

exclusionist, violent hub for thugs and criminals. Even worse, an anonymous troll infiltrates the 

game, threatening to sue Kiera for “anti-white discrimination.” Driven to save the only world in 

which she can be herself, Kiera must preserve her secret identity and harness what it means to 

be unapologetically black in a world intimidated by blackness. But can she protect her game 

without losing herself in the process? 
 

 

Book: Across the Wide and Lonesome Prairie by Kristiana Gregory 

Lexile: 940 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

Summary: In her diary, thirteen-year-old Hattie chronicles her family's arduous 1847 journey 

from Missouri to Oregon on the Oregon Trail. In a diary format, this novel chronicles the 

hardships that pioneers endured during a trip west on the Oregon Trail. 

 

Book: The Storm Maker by Jennifer E. Smith 

Lexile: 940 

Genre: YA Fantasy, YA Adventure 

Summary: Enter the world of The Storm Makers, where there's magic behind every forecast. 

What starts as an ordinary summer turns exciting and perilous for twins Ruby and Simon when 

strange occurrences begin happening on their farm -- sudden gusts of wind, rainstorms, and 

even tornado warnings -- that seem eerily timed to Simon's emotions. Then a stranger arrives 

and tells the twins that Simon is a Storm Maker -- part of a clandestine group of people 

entrusted with controlling and taming the weather -- and that he is in great danger. Soon Simon 

and Ruby must race against the clock as they try to master Simon's powers in time to stop a 

rogue Storm Maker's treacherous -- and potentially deadly -- plans. In this thrilling new 

adventure, loyalties can shift as quickly as the wind . . . and the ordinary can turn extraordinary 

in the blink of an eye. 

 

Book: The Librarian of Auschwitz by Antonio Iturbe 

Lexile: 940 

Genre: YA Historical Fiction 

Summary: Follows the true story of Dita Kraus, a fourteen-year-old girl from Prague who after 

being sent to Auschwitz is chosen to protect the eight volumes prisoners have smuggled past 

the guards. 

 

Book: Viva Lola Espinoza by Ella Ceron 

Lexile: 950 

Genre: YA Fiction, YA Romance 



Summary: Lola Espinoza is cursed in love. Well, maybe not actually cursed — magic isn't real, 

is it? When Lola goes to spend the summer with her grandmother in Mexico City and meets 

handsome, flirtatious Rio, she discovers the unbelievable truth: Magic is very real, and what 

she'd always written off as bad luck is actually, truly . . . a curse. If Lola ever wants to fall in love 

without suffering the consequences, she'll have to break the curse. She finds an unlikely curse-

breaking companion in Javi, a seemingly stoic boy she meets while working in her cousin's 

restaurant. Javi is willing to help Lola look into this family curse of hers, and Lola needs all the 

help she can get. Over the course of one summer — filled with food, family, and two very 

different boys — Lola explores Mexico City while learning about herself, her heritage, and the 

magic around us all. 

 

Book: The Icebound Land (Ranger’s Apprentice, Book 3) by John Flanagan 

Lexile: 950 

Genre: YA Fantasy 

Summary: Kidnapped after the fierce battle with Lord Morgarath, Will and Evanlyn are bound for 

Skandia as captives aboard a fearsome wolfship. Halt has sworn to rescue Will, and he will do 

anything to keep his promise–even defy his King. Expelled from the Rangers he has served so 

loyally, Halt is joined by Will's friend Horace as he travels toward Skandia. On their way, they 

are challenged constantly by freelance knights–but Horace knows a thing or two about combat. 

Soon he begins to attract the attention of knights and warlords for miles around with his 

uncanny skill. Even so, will they be in time to rescue Will from a horrific life of slavery? 

 

Book: Flowers in the Gutter by K. R. Gaddy 

Lexile: 950 

Genre: YA Non-Fiction 

Summary: The true story of the Edelweiss Pirates, working-class teenagers who fought the 

Nazis by whatever means they could. Fritz, Gertrud, and Jean were classic outsiders: their 

clothes were different, their music was rebellious, and they weren’t afraid to fight. But they were 

also Germans living under Hitler, and any nonconformity could get them arrested or worse. As 

children in 1933, they saw their world change. Their earliest memories were of the Nazi rise to 

power and of their parents fighting Brownshirts in the streets, being sent to prison, or just 

disappearing. As Hitler’s grip tightened, these three found themselves trapped in a nation whose 

government contradicted everything they believed in. And by the time they were teenagers, the 

Nazis expected them to be part of the war machine. Fritz, Gertrud, and Jean and hundreds like 

them said no. They grew bolder, painting anti-Nazi graffiti, distributing anti-war leaflets, and 

helping those persecuted by the Nazis. Their actions were always dangerous. The Gestapo 

pursued and arrested hundreds of Edelweiss Pirates. In World War II’s desperate final year, 

some Pirates joined in sabotage and armed resistance, risking the Third Reich’s ultimate 

punishment. This is their story. 

 

Book: The Night Circus by Erin Morgenster 

Lexile: 950 

Genre: Adult Science Fiction & Fantasy 



Summary: The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply there, 

when yesterday it was not. Within the black-and-white striped canvas tents is an utterly unique 

experience full of breathtaking amazements. It is called Le Cirque des Rêves, and it is only 

open at night.But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway—a duel between two 

young magicians, Celia and Marco, who have been trained since childhood expressly for this 

purpose by their mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to them, this is a game in which only one 

can be left standing, and the circus is but the stage for a remarkable battle of imagination and 

will. Despite themselves, however, Celia and Marco tumble headfirst into love—a deep, magical 

love that makes the lights flicker and the room grow warm whenever they so much as brush 

hands.True love or not, the game must play out, and the fates of everyone involved, from the 

cast of extraordinary circus performers to the patrons, hang in the balance, suspended as 

precariously as the daring acrobats overhead.  

 

Book: Mysteries of Thorn Manor by Margaret Rogerson 

Lexile: 950 

Genre: YA Fantasy, YA Romance 

Summary: In this sequel novella to Sorcery of Thorns, Elisabeth, Nathaniel, and Silas must 

unravel the magical trap keeping them inside Thorn Manor in time for their Midwinter Ball! 

Elisabeth Scrivener is finally settling into her new life with sorcerer Nathaniel Thorn. Now that 

their demon companion Silas has returned, so has scrutiny from nosy reporters hungry for 

gossip about the city's most powerful sorcerer and the librarian who stole his heart. But 

something strange is afoot at Thorn Manor: the estate's wards, which are meant to keep their 

home safe, are acting up and forcibly trapping the Manor's occupants inside. Surely it must be a 

coincidence that this happened just as Nathaniel and Elisabeth started getting closer to one 

another... 

 

Book: Second Chance Summer by Morgan Matson 

Lexile 960 

Genre: YA Fiction 

Summary: Taylor Edwards’s family might not be the closest-knit—everyone is a little too busy 

and overscheduled—but for the most part, they get along just fine. Then, Taylor’s dad gets 

devastating news, and her parents decide that the family will spend one last summer all 

together at their old lake house in the Pocono Mountains.Crammed into a place much smaller 

and more rustic than they are used to, they begin to get to know each other again. And Taylor 

discovers that the people she thought she had left behind haven’t actually gone anywhere. Her 

former best friend is still around, as is her first boyfriend—and he’s much cuter at seventeen 

than he was at twelve. As the summer progresses and the Edwards become more of a family, 

they’re more aware than ever that they’re battling a ticking clock. Sometimes, though, there is 

just enough time to get a second chance with family, with friends, and with love. 

 

Book: Uprooted by Naomi Novik 

Lexile: 960 

Genre: YA Fantasy 



Summary: Agnieszka loves her valley home, her quiet village, the forests and the bright shining 

river. But the corrupted Wood stands on the border, full of malevolent power, and its shadow 

lies over her life. Her people rely on the cold, driven wizard known only as the Dragon to keep 

its powers at bay. But he demands a terrible price for his help: one young woman handed over 

to serve him for ten years, a fate almost as terrible as falling to the Wood. The next choosing is 

fast approaching, and Agnieszka is afraid. She knows—everyone knows—that the Dragon will 

take Kasia: beautiful, graceful, brave Kasia, all the things Agnieszka isn’t, and her dearest friend 

in the world. And there is no way to save her. But Agnieszka fears the wrong things. For when 

the Dragon comes, it is not Kasia he will choose. 

 

Book: Journey to Topaz: a story of the Japanese-American evacuation by Yoshiko Uchida 

Lexile: 970 

Genre: YA Historical Fiction 

Summary: After the Pearl Harbor attack an eleven-year-old Japanese-American girl and her 

family are forced to go to an aliens camp in Utah 

 

Book: The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon by Stephen King 

Lexile: 970 

Genre: Adult Fiction, Suspense 

Summary: On a six-mile hike on the Maine-New Hampshire branch of the Appalachian Trail, 

nine-year-old Trisha McFarland quickly tires of the constant bickering between her older brother, 

Pete, and her recently divorced mother. But when she wanders off by herself and then tries to 

catch up by attempting a shortcut, she becomes lost in a wilderness maze full of peril and terror. 

As night falls, Trisha has only her ingenuity as a defense against the elements, and only her 

courage and faith to withstand her mounting fears. For solace, she tunes her Walkman to 

broadcasts of Boston Red Sox baseball games and follows the gritty performances of her hero, 

relief pitcher Tom Gordon. And when her radio's reception begins to fade, Trisha imagines that 

Tom Gordon is with her - protecting her from an all-too-real enemy who has left a trail of 

slaughtered animals and mangled trees in the dense, dark woods… 

 

Book: The Magic of Spider Woman by Lois Duncan 

Lexile: 970 

Genre: YA Folklore 

Summary: Award-winning author Lois Duncan and Navajo artist Shonto Begay collaborate in 

this enchanting Navajo teaching tale. Through the magic of Spider Woman, a young girl learns 

one of the most vital lessons of Navajo culture--the importance of leading a balanced life.  

 

Book: The Big Field by Mike Lupica 

Lexile: 970 

Genre: YA Fiction, YA Sports 

Summary:  When fourteen-year-old baseball player Hutch feels threatened by the arrival of a 

new teammate named Darryl, he tries to work through his insecurities about both Darryl and his 

remote and silent father, who was once a great ballplayer too. 

 



Book: A Quantum Life (Adapted for Young Readers) by Hakeem Oluseyi 

Lexile: 970 

Genre: YA Memoir 

Summary: Born into extreme poverty and emotional deprivation, James Edward Plummer was 

blessed with a genius I.Q. and a love of science. But in his community, a young bookworm 

quickly becomes a target for violence and abuse. As he struggles to survive his childhood in 

some of the toughest cities in the country, and his teenage years in the equally poor backwoods 

of Mississippi, James adopts the hybrid persona of a "gangsta nerd"--dealing weed in juke joints 

while winning state science fairs with computer programs that untangle the mysteries of 

Einstein's relativity theory. 

 

Book: Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 

Lexile: 990 

Genre: Middle Grade, Memoir 

Summary: Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each 

place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 

1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil 

Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally 

charged, each line a glimpse into a child's soul as she searches for her place in the world. 

Woodson's eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, 

despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and 

stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become. 

 

Book: Beyond the Valley of Thorns by Patrick Carman 

Lexile: 1000 

Genre: YA Fantasy 

Summary: The second dazzling installment in Patrick Carman's masterful Land of Elyon trilogy. 

Alexa thought her troubles were over when she defeated the man who had threatened to bring 

down Bridewell from within. But now that the walls around her land have fallen, a new, 

unexpected threat has risen from outside. Suddenly, Alexa is involved in a battle much, much 

larger than her own life . . . a battle in which she is destined to play a key role. In order to help 

good defeat evil, Alexa and her friends must venture farther than they've ever gone before -- 

confronting giants, bats, ravenous dogs, and a particularly ghoulish mastermind in order to bring 

back peace. 

 

Book: Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Pattillo Beals 

Lexile: 1000 

Genre: YA Classic, YA Biography 

Summary: In 1957, well before Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, Melba Pattillo 

Beals and eight other teenagers became iconic symbols for the Civil Rights Movement and the 

dismantling of Jim Crow in the American South as they integrated Little Rock’s Central High 

School in the wake of the landmark 1954 Supreme Court ruling, Brown v. Board of Education. 

Throughout her harrowing ordeal, Melba was taunted by her schoolmates and their parents, 

threatened by a lynch mob’s rope, attacked with lighted sticks of dynamite, and injured by acid 



sprayed in her eyes. But through it all, she acted with dignity and courage, and refused to back 

down. 

 

Book: Claudette Colvin Twice Toward Justice by Phillip Hoose 

Lexile: 1000 

Genre: YA Biography 

Summary: On March 2, 1955, an impassioned teenager, fed up with the daily injustices of Jim 

Crow segregation, refused to give her seat to a white woman on a segregated bus in 

Montgomery, Alabama. Instead of being celebrated as Rosa Parks would be just nine months 

later, fifteen-year-old Claudette Colvin found herself shunned by her classmates and dismissed 

by community leaders. Undaunted, a year later she dared to challenge segregation again as a 

key plaintiff in Browder v. Gayle, the landmark case that struck down the segregation laws of 

Montgomery and swept away the legal underpinnings of the Jim Crow South. 

 

Book: Go Ask Alice by Anonymous 

Lexile: 1010 

Genre: YA Contemporary Fiction 

Summary: Go Ask Alice is a 1971 book about a teenage girl who develops a drug addiction at 

age 15 and runs away from home on a journey of self-destructive escapism. Attributed to 

"Anonymous", the book is in diary form, and was originally presented as being the edited actual 

diary of the unnamed teenage protagonist. 

 

Book: The Haymeadow by Gary Paulsen  

Lexile: 1010 

Genre: YA Survival Adventure 

Summary: Fourteen-year-old John Barron is asked, like his father and grandfather before him, 

to spend the summer taking care of their sheep in the haymeadow. Six thousand sheep. John 

will be alone, except for two horses, four dogs, and all those sheep. John doesn't feel up to the 

task, but he hopes that if he can accomplish it, he will finally please his father. But John finds 

that the adage "things just to sheep" is true when the river floods, coyotes attack, and one dog's 

feet get cut. Through it all he must rely on his own resourcefulness, ingenuity, and talents to 

survive this summer in the haymeadow. 

 

Book: Hatchet by Gay Paulsen 

Lexile: 1020 

Genre: YA Survival Adventure 

Summary: the story of thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson's survival following a plane crash has 

become a modern classic. Stranded in the desolate wilderness, Brian uses his instincts and his 

hatchet to stay alive for fifty-four harrowing days. 

 

Book: The Secrets We Keep by Cassie Gustafson 

Lexile: 1030 

Genre: YA Realistic Fiction 



Summary: High school freshman Emma Clark harbors a secret—a secret so vile it could 

implode her whole world, a secret she’s managed to keep hidden away. . . Until the day her best 

friend, Hannah, accuses Emma’s father of a heinous crime. Following her father’s arrest, and 

torn between loyalty to Hannah and to her family, Emma is devastated to learn she must testify 

against Hannah’s word in order to keep her family together. As Emma wrestles with this 

impossible decision, her fractured past begins to resurface piece by painful piece—causing the 

line to blur between her present-day reality and the dark fairytales she writes to survive, all of 

which threaten to expose Emma’s long-buried truths. 

 

Book: In the Belly of the Bloodhound by L.A. Meyer 

Lexile: 1040 

Genre: YA Historical Fiction, YA Adventure 

Summary: The British crown has placed a price on Jacky's head, and so she returns to the 

Lawson Peabody School for Young Girls in Boston to lay low. But laying low isn't in the cards for 

a spunky lass who finds trouble even when she's not looking for it. A school outing goes awry as 

Jacky and her classmates are abducted and forced into the hold of the Bloodhound, a ship 

bound for the slave markets on the Barbary Coast. All of Jacky's ingenuity, determination, and 

plain old good luck will be put to the test as she rallies her classmates to fight together to avoid 

being sold on the auction block in this new installment of the Bloody Jack Adventures. 

 

Doomed: Sacco, Vanzetti, and the end of the American dream by John Florio 

Lexile: 1040 

Genre: YA Non-Fiction, YA True Crime 

Summary: In the early 1920s, a Red Scare gripped America. Many of those targeted were 

Italians, Eastern Europeans, and other immigrants. When an armed robbery resulting in the 

death of two people broke headlines in Massachusetts, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti - 

both Italian immigrants - were quick to be accused. A heated trial ensued, but through it all, the 

two men maintained their innocence. The controversial case quickly rippled past borders as it 

became increasingly clear that Sacco and Vanzetti were fated for a death sentence. Protests 

sprang up around the world to fight for their lives. Learn the tragic history we dare not repeat in 

Doomed: Sacco, Vanzetti, and the End of the American Dream, an action-packed, fast-paced 

nonfiction book filled with issues that still resonate today. 

 

Book: Ash by Malinda Lo 

Lexile: 1050 

Genre: YA Fantasy, YA Retelling 

Summary: Cinderella retold - In the wake of her father's death, Ash is left at the mercy of her 

cruel stepmother. Consumed with grief, her only joy comes by the light of the dying hearth fire, 

rereading the fairy tales her mother once told her. In her dreams, someday the fairies will steal 

her away, as they are said to do. When she meets the dark and dangerous fairy Sidhean, she 

believes that her wish may be granted. The day that Ash meets Kaisa, the King's Huntress, her 

heart begins to change. Instead of chasing fairies, Ash learns to hunt with Kaisa. Though their 

friendship is as delicate as a new bloom, it reawakens Ash's capacity for love-and her desire to 

live. But Sidhean has already claimed Ash for his own, and she must make a choice between 



fairy tale dreams and true love. Entrancing, empowering, and romantic, Ash is about the 

connection between life and love, and solitude and death, where transformation can come from 

even the deepest grief. 

 

Book: Women who built Hollywood: 2 trailblazers in front of and behind the camera 

Lexile: 1060 

Genre: YA Non-Fiction 

Summary: Twelve diverse actors, directors, writers, editors, designers, and producers fought 

against sexism, racism and prejudice to have their voices heard and changed the industry 

forever. 

 

Book: How to Be a (Young) Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi 

Lexile: 1120 

Genre: YA Non-Fiction, YA Activism 

Summary: The New York Times bestseller How to be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi is shaping 

the way a generation thinks about race and racism. How to be a (Young) Antiracist is a dynamic 

reframing of the concepts shared in the adult book, with young adulthood front and center. 

Aimed at readers 12 and up, and co-authored by award-winning children’s book author Nic 

Stone, How to be a (Young) Antiracist empowers teen readers to help create a more just 

society. Antiracism is a journey–and now young adults will have a map to carve their own path. 

Kendi and Stone have revised this work to provide anecdotes and data that speaks directly to 

the experiences and concerns of younger readers, encouraging them to think critically and build 

a more equitable world in doing so. 

 


